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Stark County VHF QSO Party
Wrap-Up

April 6th was the Alliance ARC’s latest running of the
Stark County VHF QSO Party. In my opinion, it was the best
one so far, with pileups noted on some frequencies. There was
some inadvertent doubling of calls, but it happens at times.
The purpose of this contest is to:

A) Provide an opportunity for local Amateurs to enhance
their stations and operating skills.

By operating simplex, A lot more is learned about
VHF propagation , than can ever be discovered by
working repeaters. It also points out why the
wave mag-mount stuck to your home A/C unit may
not be the best setup for your VHF station.

B) Simulate emergency conditions (with NO repeat-
ers).

It's pretty simple to call a friend 20/30 miles
away on VHF when the repeater systems are func-
tional. However, not so when the repeaters are
down. An exercise like this can be a real eye-opener.

C) To enhance utilization of the 2 meter band and
simplex operation

And utilize it we did! It is good to occasionally re-
mind everyone that there are more frequencies
on VHF FM than just repeater pairs.

D) To have fun.

What can I say about this one? I had fun, and from
the phone calls, and e-mails I've received, so did
the rest of you.

One of the phone calls I received touted, among other
things, the cooperation that exists between the three Stark
County clubs. This contest is just one example of that cooper-

(Continued on page 3)

This Months Meeting

will be on Wednesday,
May 8th

We'll be meeting in in the Café
conference room at the

Alliance Community hospital
200 E. State St
Alliance, OH.

Our meeting will begin at
7:30PM

This Months program will be
Check Your Rig night

Presented by Bob, WB80OVQ

Please Join us for dinner at
6 PM on meeting night.

This month, we’ll be eating at

Franks Family restaurant
480 E. State St, Alliance

May 4th Is Log
Deadline

Just a reminder that
May 4™ is the log submission
deadline for the VHF QSO
Party.
You can either
A) send them to
2mcontest@w8Iky.org, or
B) via Snail Mail to: John My-
ers, KD8MQ, 910 W. Mill St,
Alliance, OH 44601.
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AARC Meetings
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AARC Repeaters
2 Meters

The Alliance Amateur Radio Club meets on the Sec-
ond Wednesday of each month, at the Alliance Com-

145.370 (-) WSLKY

munity Hospital. Check the meeting announcement on -W8LKY Echolink node

page 1, for times, and program information.

Talk-in on either of the club repeaters. 440 MHz

Meetings begin at 7:30 PM. Visitors are always wel- 442.350 (+) WSLKY

come. (Neither club repeater uses PL for access)

. . Nets

Find Us Online: Thursday is our “net night,” with the following nets

held, beginning at § PM
Web: www.w8lky.org

Ten Meters

E-mail: W8lky@ws8lky.or 8:00PM 28.100 MHz (CW)

8:30PM 28.400 MHz (SSB)

Two Meters
9:00 PM 145.37 MHz W8LKY (-)

Find us on:

[i facebook.

Homeland security Net
(Meets on the last Tuesday of each month

8:00 PM 147.51 Simplex
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Newsletter Information
The Zero Beat is a
publication of the
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P.O. Box 3344
Alliance, OH 44601

Unless otherwise noted, per-

mission is granted to reprint
portions of the Zero Beat, as
long as credit is given to the
author & source.

You can submit material to
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kd8mal @gmail.com
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VHF QSO Party Wrap-up - cont.

(Continued from page 1)
ation. Thanks to both the Canton and Massillon clubs for their
cooperation, and participation.

Also, there were a number of stations sharing a limited
number of simplex frequencies, but I heard no disagreements.
We all managed to work & play well together. Now if we could
just manage to expand this to the ops on HF.

The object of the contest was to contact as many Stark
County (OH) stations, in as many different cities, villages, and
townships as possible. I don’t yet know how many multipliers
were activated, but I bet we came close to full activation. I'm
looking forward to receiving everyone’s logs.

We’ll soon be getting together for a debriefing, to see what
needs to be tweaked for next year. If anyone has any ideas,
or suggestions for the 2014 contest, please forward them to
me at kd8mag@arrl.net.

April Minutes

April 10, 2013

The regular meeting of the Alliance Amateur Radio Club
was held on April 10, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the first floor confer-
ence room of the Alliance Community Hospital with club Pres-
ident Frank Sanor (WA8WHP) presiding. The pledge of alle-
giance was recited followed by introductions. There were 22
members present along with Miriam Sanor, Alfreda Steele and
guests Terry Russ (N8ATZ), Matt Welch (W8DEC), James Ayl-
ward (KC8PD), and Mike DiCarro (KD8FLZ).

Prior the business meeting, President Frank turned over
the floor to Matt Welch (ARRL Ohio Section Emergency Coordi-
nator) for his program on ARES. At the conclusion of the
presentation and a question period, the business meeting
went forward.

Committee reports:

e For ARES and nets, Don (K8OMO) reported that the Home-
land Security net has been active, covering a 5-county ar-
ea with three hospitals on the net. He added he hoped to
get other area clubs involved with helping hospitals be-
come more active for this net. He noted that the Thursday
10-meter CW net needs more participation while the 10-
meter SSB net has averaged around 6 check-ins. Smitty
(KC8TIQ) reported that the 2-meter net is doing well, av-
eraging 15 to 16 check-ins.

e Regarding the repeaters, Frank noted that Echolink is now oper-
ating 24/7, with Don adding that there are now four control op-
erators. Don noted that work was still under way toward linking
the 2-meter and 70-cm repeaters. He further stated that starting
this summer, a transmit PL tone of 88.5 would be added to re-

(Continued on page 4)
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Hams Continue to
Help in Wake of
Boston Marathon

Bombings

The following comes from the CQ News-
room Blog
When two bombs ex-

ploded near the finish line of
April's Boston Marathon, the
first thing ham radio net con-
trollers did was check in on
each of the 250 ham volun-
teers working the course to
make sure they were OK
(they were).

Next, according to re-
ports from ARRL and New-
sline, the hams continued
providing communications as
police halted the race and
runners began to congregate
at first-aid and water stations
along the route, all of which
had ham stations as well.

The hams kept run-
ners updated on events and
coordinated deployment of
"sweep buses" to transport
runners still on the course to
pre-arranged meeting areas.
Hams in the finish line area
remained at their posts and
provided communications as
needed from the medical
tents until police - fearing
additional explosions - or-
dered everyone evacuated.

Page 4
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April Minutes - cont.

(Continued from page 3)

duce interference from distant stations.

Smitty posed a question regarding accessing Echolink via the re-
peater. After some discussion noting that it is accessed via the
internet, Jerry (KG8RN) added that the Echolink operation is re-
stricted to incoming only to prevent tying up the local repeater
with DX calls or similar usage.

Regarding the website, John (KD8MQ) noted that the banner
graphics had been updated with more club QSL cards and that
the roster was now the most accurate he had seen it.

Birthdays & announcements:

Birthdays for the month included

e John Augustine (KD8TKY)

e Joe Young (KC8TAC)

e Tom Scoville (WA8VHH)

e Charles Unger (W8YNB)
New members were:

e Lewie Devore (W8LCJ)

e Andrew Magda (AC8JR)

President Frank reminded the club to check the newsletter
for the latest information on area hamfests. Don (K8OMO)
added that he had requested two free tickets from the
Breezeshooter’s hamfest since they now required those in-
terested to ask for the tickets instead of their simply send-
ing them out to many different clubs. Don noted that the
tickets could be used in the club’s monthly drawings.

Frank announced that the following Saturday was the date for
the balloon lift-off from the University of Akron. He noted the up-
link and downlink frequencies and that the lift-off was scheduled
for 1:00 PM. John added that the information is on the web site
and that he had emailed club members about the event.

Frank stated that regarding classes and testing in the area, the
Columbiana club was to conduct classes, but he was unsure of
the date, so he suggested those interested monitor the club 2-
meter net as the information would most likely be forthcoming.

John confirmed that the annual Dayton bus trip still had openings
and that two more reservations were needed to confirm the trip.

Frank thanked Steve (KB8RFE) and Tony (KD8BBK) for the work
they have been doing on the club’s tower and components, add-
ing that a work party to do a test assembly would be held in
May. John stated that he would talk to Tony to find out when he
would be back and then set a date and time for the work party.

Secretary’s report:

Secretary Don (AB8KV) gave the report, initially noting

that the March minutes were in the current newsletter. He

(Continued on page 5)
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Bob Rickard,
KBS8GAG SK

It is with deep regret
that we learn of the passing
a couple months ago of Bob
Rickard, KB8GAG. By his re-
quest, there were no ser-
vices, or calling hours.

The following info,
lightly edited comes from
Don, KEBOMO.

I met Bob Rickard
KB8GAG about 25 years ago.
He was just moving back to
Alliance from New York
where he ran an Underwater
Salvage Co.

He purchased the old
Battershell Turkey Farm on
North Rockhill. Bob met Jim
Ferguson K8LTG at Shaffers
and Jim got him started in
Ham Radio. Bob attended
some of the Classes the Club
had back then and got his
ticket , He already knew the
code from being a Pilot dur-
ing the Berlin Airlift(1946-
1947) in Germany. After
that, he started flying for Pan
American Airways and flew
Clipperships across the
ocean. I don’t remember him
saying he ever flew Commer-
cial planes in the US.

Bob sure had some
good stories to tell. He was a
real nice guy, who was 91
years old when he passed
away.

Many of us flew radio
controlled planes out at his
farm and also sailed boats on
his lake.

Bob's ashes were scat-
tered to all four winds over
the farm; a fitting thing for
him . OMO
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April Minutes - cont.

(Continued from page 4)

noted that he had submitted the application paperwork to
ARRL/Hays Insurance for the club-owned equipment insur-
ance. The application was approved with the coverage having
begun on April 1. He added that the club’s liability insurance is
due for renewal on May 6, so a decision was needed at this
meeting to decide on renewing with Erie or going with the
ARRL. With nothing further, the report was approved on a mo-
tion by Tom (KD8JRK) and seconded by John.

Treasurer’s report:

Treasurer Mary Ann (KB8IVS) gave the report, noting
that the fee for Field Day use of the Sebring campground had
been mailed. The report was approved on a motion by Smitty
and seconded by Howard (K8DXR).

Old business:

e Frank addressed the issue of the club’s liability insurance.
Discussion followed, considering the cost difference and
whether it would be better, in the event of a liability claim,
to have local representation through Hatherill rather than
ARRL/Hays. At the conclusion of the discussions, John
made a motion to renew with Hatherill/Erie, with a second
provided by Jerry. The motion was carried by a voice vote.
Frank then directed Mary Ann to go ahead and complete the re-
newal.

e Frank then addressed the issue of Field Day, noting that the site
has been reserved but that help is needed for set-up and to pro-
vide food. John suggested setting up a meeting for all those in-
terested to address the various Field Day issues. It was decided
to meet at Sheetz on Monday, April 15 at 7:00 PM.

e Steve noted that a replacement snatch block at the top of the
tower was needed. He asked for the ok to obtain the item. A mo-
tion to approve the purchase and reimburse him was made by
Don (K8OMO) and seconded by Jeff (KD8QCF), with final approv-
al given by voice vote.

e Frank thanked the club station operators (Don-K80OMO, Rick-
KC8SUI, Tomas-KC8ZEH and Paul-K2ASA) for their work during
the Stark County VHF QSO party. Frank proposed some extra
consideration be given to those four for giving up operating time
to run the club station with Don (K8BOMO) feeling that that was
perhaps unfair. John then thanked everyone who participated
and noted that at some point soon a work night, to be sched-
uled, would be needed to tabulate results. He further suggested
that the issues just raised might be addressed at the next meet-
ing, with Frank agreeing.

New business:

o noted that it would soon be time to get information to QST
and other forums regarding the club’s Carnation Days spe-
cial event station. Secretary Don answered that he would
handle that.

e Rick asked if there were any improvements to be done to the 70
(Continued on page 6)
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Hall Of Fame
City Challenge
Changes
Dates!

I've been following the
progress of the Marathon in
Canton. It's truly been an un-
fortunate situation, with for-
mer partners at odds, and
both planning their own race
for this year.

For a while, I personal-
ly doubted that either race
would make it to the starting
line.

There’s a lot more to
this story than what I will
print here. But, there’s a
glimmer of hope that there
will be a marathon in Stark
County this year.

In recent weeks, the
organizers for the Hall Of
Fame City Challenge an-
nounced that the race was
being moved from Fathers
Dtﬁy weekend to September
7.

A few days later, the
announcement was made
that the course had been cer-
tified. So, I'm hopeful that
the race will happen.

I've not heard of any
request for Hams to volun-
teer as yet, but we'll post the
latest info as soon as that
happens.

In the meantime,
there will be other opportuni-
ties for us to assist. One ex-
ample is the Castle Run,
which is customarily held on
Labor Day. Keep your eyes &
ears open.
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April Minutes - cont.

(Continued from page 5)
cm repeater to increase accessibility and performance. He won-
dered if a different location might help. Don (K8OMO) stated that
the duplexers did need tuned up. John suggested that any con-
sideration to moving that repeater or doing other changes to it
be postponed until the duplexers were tuned. Frank agreed, add-
ing that the station license and repeaters were Don’s responsibil-
ity.

e Don noted that club equipment was available to be loaned out

and that he had a high-quality tuner from K2ASA that he would
check out and add to the club equipment.

e Tomas announced that he still had available three copies of a
video from the K3LR station tour.

The raffle drawing for the weather station prize was held, with Ben
(KD8KMQ) the winner.

The meeting was then adjourned at 9:10 PM on a motion by Smitty,
seconded by Steve.

Minutes respectfully submitted
by Don, AB8KV, Secretary.

The Wayback Machine

Here again are some of the highlights from the last 25 years of the Zero
Beat.

you can access all issues of the Zero Beat on the club website at
www.w8lKy.org.

May, 1988, (editor NSIAK)

e Our Ham of the Month was Matt Thomas, NS8EAD.

e We held our first Fox Hunt of 1988. Ten participants were
noted, representing The Portage, and Canton Clubs, as well
as our own. The winners were the team consisting of
WC8F, N8HHV, and N8EYM. As it turned out, the National
Guard was holding their own Radio Direction Finding exer-
cises, a few miles away. The only difference between them,
and us, were the guns, & the camouflage.

e We were in the process of switching over to a new comput-
er to do the mailing labels for the ZB. If I remember cor-
rectly, this computer boasted a clock speed of 800 KHz,
and was armed with dual 5.25” floppy drives. On-board
RAM was 128K.

May, 1993, (editor NSLVO)

e As of May, 1993, 23 membership renewals, and one new
member had been recorded.

e On April 3rd, 1993, we had set up a direction finding test
range at Butler Rodman park.

May, 1998, (editor KSLTG)

e Jim noted with sadness, the passing of Lance Farkas,

(Continued on page 7)
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