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K3LR Field Trip Scheduled
For March 30th!

It's official folks! Persistence does pay off! The long Prom-
ised KBLR Field Trip has finally materialized. Your editor got
an e-mail out of the blue last week asking if we could mobilize
for a field trip to the K3LR superstation site on Saturday, March
30th.

Well, never being accused of being a dummy, I said yes!
We are to be at Tim’s house in West Middlesex, PA by 10:30AM.
I propose that those of us who are leaving from Alliance hit the
road promptly at 9 AM. We have folks leaving from locations oth-
er than Alliance, who will be making their own plans. Details are
listed at the bottom of this article.

Tim tells us that the tour usually takes an hour, or two,
depending on questions, and to expect muddy conditions; dress
appropriately.

So that we can get more out of our visit, Tim advises us to
check out his website (k3LR.com) for pictures. The 2012, and
2013 pictures are best. Also, there are two K3LR videos on
YouTube. Video 1, and Video 2. Incidentally, these videos were
shown at a AARC meeting a couple years ago, and how I got the
idea to contact Tim in the first place.

This Months Meeting

will be on Wednesday,
April 10th

We'll be meeting in in the Café
conference room at the

Alliance Community hospital
200 E. State St
Alliance, OH.

Our meeting will begin at
7:30PM

This Month, Matt, W8DEC will
be joining us. Matt is our Ohio
SEC, or
Section Emergency Coordinator

Please Join us for dinner at
6 PM preceding the meeting.
This month, we’ll be eating at

Franks Family restaurant
480 E. State St
Alliance

One last point; THIS IS IMPORTANT! Tim’s place has limited parking, so car pooling is
STRONGLY recommended. Lets use the parking lot at the Carnation City Mall as a meeting point
for car pooling. The mall is on the west side of Alliance. Meet in the NE corner of the parking
lot. If you can take riders, or if you need a ride, please show up at the mall by 8:50am.

Here’s the details:
When: Saturday, March 30, 2013.
Caravan/talk-in frequency: 147.525MHz

Where: Meeting area for car pooling will be at the NE corner of the Carnation

Mall parking lot. We will be leaving at 9 AM SHARP!

For those who are not coming to the mall, and driving direct, Tim, K3LR’s place is at 44
Elliot Rd, West Middlesex, PA 16159 map. Plan to be there by 10:30AM
I hope everyone can make it. Tim’s station is a trip not to be missed. We'll stop some-

where on the way home for lunch, to debrief, and swap tall tales.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlXu7Q3h8RI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jo2mCNJdvdk
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=44+Elliot+Rd,+West+Middlesex,+PA+16159&hl=en&sll=40.365277,-82.669252&sspn=5.05567,11.931152&t=h&hnear=44+Elliot+Rd,+West+Middlesex,+Pennsylvania+16159&z=16
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AARC Repeaters
2 Meters

The Alliance Amateur Radio Club meets on the Sec-
ond Wednesday of each month, at the Alliance Com-
munity Hospital. Check the meeting announcement on

page 1, for times, and program information.
Talk-in on either of the club repeaters.
Meetings begin at 7:30 PM. Visitors are always wel-

come.

Find Us Online:
Web: www.w8lky.org

145.370 (-) WSLKY

440 MHz

Nets

442 350 (+) W8LKY

(Neither club repeater uses PL for access)

Thursday is our “net night,” with the following nets
held, beginning at § PM

Ten Meters

8:00PM 28.100 MHz (CW)

E-mail: W8lky@ws8lky.org 8:30PM 28.400 MHz (SSB)

ARES® (Amateur Radio Emergency Service®) is a program of, and both
logos are registered trademarks (used with permission) of the American
Radio Relay League, Inc. ARRL, the national association for Amateur
Radio™.

Two Meters

Find us on: 9:00 PM 145.37 MHz WSLKY (-)

facebook.

Homeland security Net
(Meets on the last Tuesday of each month

8:00 PM 147.51 Simplex
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Newsletter Information
The Zero Beat is a
publication of the

Alliance Amateur Radio Club

P.O. Box 3344
Alliance, OH 44601

Unless otherwise noted, per-

mission is granted to reprint
portions of the Zero Beat, as
long as credit is given to the
author & source.

You can submit material to

the Zero Beat via e-mail to
kd8magl @gmail.com
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March Minutes

March 6, 2013

The regular meeting of the Alliance Amateur Radio Club
was held on March 6, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the first floor confer-
ence room of the Alliance Community Hospital with club Pres-
ident Frank Sanor (WA8WHP) presiding. The pledge of alle-
giance was recited followed by introductions. There were 19
members present along with Miriam Sanor and guests Chuck
Lazear (N8PLM), Lewis DeVore (W8LCJ), Mike Sciarini
(WA8MKH), Carol Sciarini (KBS8IMH), Bob Warner (WB8OVQ),
Karen Warner (WD8BIW), Jim Korenz (N8PXW), Eric Gwynne
(N8HHV) and Jesse Evans (KD8KDK).

Prior the business meeting, President Frank turned over
the floor to Mike Sciarini for his program on utilizing antenna
analyzers. At the conclusion of the presentation and a ques-
tion period, the business meeting went forward.

Committee reports:

e For ARES and nets, Don (K8OMO) reported that the Home-
land Security net has been doing well, averaging 9 to 12
check-ins and covering a 5-county area. He noted that the
Thursday 10-meter CW net has needed more participation
and encouraged more members to check in, reminding
everyone that the net will operate at the speed of the slow-
est participant. He added that the 10-meter SSB net has
usually had 8 to 10 check-ins.

e Regarding the repeaters, Don (K8BOMO) reported that the
February 4" outage of the 2-meter repeater caused by
wires off the controller was repaired within a few hours.

e For the club website, John (KD8MQ) reported that he has
been doing some updating, including club history and
changes to the meetings page. He added that the roster is
up to date with 52 members listed.

Birthdays and announcements:

Birthdays for March included Mary Ann (KB8IVS), Ed
Kee (KC8HUU), Don (K80OMO) and Charles Fitzsimmons
(N8LGE).

e Frank announced that the club has a hew member, Gary
Grimes (KB8GAB). John added that Gary is a past presi-
dent of the club.

e It was announced that a Technician class would begin the
next Monday in Massillon with testing on May 11.

e Frank reminded everyone to check the Zero Beat for infor-
mation on upcoming hamfests and other events. He made
special note of the bus trip to the Dayton Hamvention with
spots still available.

Secretary’s report:

Secretary Don (AB8KV) gave the report. He noted that
the February minutes were in the current newsletter and that
(Continued on page 4)
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Links From
The ARRL

Amateur Radio at the
National Association of
Broadcasters Conven-
tion

Noted Contester and
DX'er Luis Chartar-
ifsky, XE1L (SK)

VOA Radiogram Offi-
cially Launches this
Weekend

FCC Reduces Pennsyl-
vania Ham's Fine

Dayton Hamvention®
Announces 2013
Award Winners

Radio Before Radio

Surfin’: Radio by the
Numbers

Bob Bruninga,
WB4APR, Takes APRS
Underground

US Postal Service In-
troduces Global Forev-

er Stamp

Field Day

Field Day Supplies
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March Minutes—cont.

(Continued from page 3)

he had membership cards ready for those who paid or would
be paying their dues. With nothing further, the report was ap-
proved on a motion by Howard (K8DXR), seconded by Rick
(KC8SUI).

Treasurer’s report:

Treasurer Mary Ann (KB8IVS) gave the report, remind-
ing everyone that club dues are due. The report was approved
on a motion by Smitty (KC8TJQ), seconded by Howard.

Old business:

e President Frank asked Don (K8OMO) about the club equip-
ment insurance. Don replied that he had a finalized list of
equipment to be insured. Frank then asked the member-
ship for approval to initiate coverage with the ARRL. A mo-
tion to do so was made by Steve (KB8RFE) and seconded
by Tomas (KC8ZEH). The motion was approved on a voice
vote. Frank then tasked Secretary Don with processing the
necessary paperwork.

e Frank asked John about how the raffle was coming. John
replied that it was going well noting that he and Paul
(K2ASA) had gone to the Mansfield hamfest to sell tickets
and that he had turned in additional ticket sales money to
Mary Ann that evening. He added that the drawing would
be held at the next club meeting on April 10 with the
speaker that night being Matthew Welch (W8DEC).

e Frank then raised the issue of the location for Field Day.
Don (K80OMO) noted that if it is held at Marlington, the
boom truck could be used. Eric offered use of his property,
with discussion about those sites along with the Sebring
campground following. Considering the various factors, in-
cluding cost, accessibility and facilities, the prevailing opin-
ion favored Sebring. A motion to again use Sebring this
year was then made by Don (K8BOMO) and seconded by
Smitty. The motion was then passed by voice vote. Frank
raised the issue of food, with Howard possibly barbecuing.
It was decided that further specifics concerning Field Day
would be addressed as time goes on.

e Frank reminded the club about the upcoming Stark County
VHF QSO party. Another club station operator was needed,
with Howard then volunteering to take an hour.

o The subject of the field trip to the K3LR contest station was
addressed, with the prevailing opinion being that a try for a
June trip would be made.

New business:

e Frank reminded the club about the Skywarn training on
March 13, with a number of people planning to meet at
Chick-Fil-A at 4:45 for supper before the 6:00 event. He
offered rides in his van for those interested.

(Continued on page 5)
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Of Genies & March Minutes—cont.

T h I n g S (Continued from page 4)

e Frank then noted that sometime soon a work party is
needed to check out the tower and antenna equipment in-
tended to be used at Field Day. John stated that prepara-
tions for that were under way at Tony’s (KD8BBK), to take

place in April or May.

A ham operator is op-
erating Field Day alone at a
deserted beach. He is taking
a little break from the ac-
tion, walking around on the
beach and notices an an-
tique brass bottle mostly
buried in the sand.

e At the conclusion of the meeting, Mike Sciarini addressed
the club about the importance of maintaining quality family
time and introducing family to, and involving them with,
the amateur radio hobby. He added that the Stark County
clubs cooperate with each other very well and form a solid

He digs it out and dis- ich
framework for ham radio in the area.

covers it's a genie bottle! He
manages to get it open and
a genie appears. "Thank you After the break, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 on
for freeing me, O Master!" a motion by Don (K8OMO), seconded by Howard.

said the grateful genie. "I

will grant you any one wish Minutes respectfully submitted

you want." by Don, AB8KV, Secretary.

The ham thinks about
it and says, "OK, I got it. I
live right now in a restrictive
neighborhood. I would like
to have a 500 foot tower
with all sorts of antennas,
despite the homeowners as-
sociation."

The genie looks wor-
ried. "O Master! That's a big
order. The power of these
HOAs and their CC&Rs is
most powerful! In fact, they
are more powerful than even
I, O Master! I would beg you
to please choose something
else for your wish."

The ham says, "OK,
let's do this." He goes over
to his ham station and pulls
out his log books. "See this
entry? This is a contact I
once made with KD8MQ. I
would sure like to get his
QSL card after all this time."

The genie looks at the
logbook. Then he says, "Now
regarding that 500 foot an-
tenna tower, do you want it
galvanized or stainless
steel?"
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AARC Raffle Concludes
At April Meeting!

Well, we've sold
tickets like crazy. The fi-
nale is coming up soon. At
the April meeting, some-
one will be the owner of a
brand new Ambient
weather Station.

At this time, it ap-
pears doubtful that we’ll
have a sellout, but you
never know! Tickets will
be available at the April
meeting.

Those who have
sold tickets are reminded
to bring your stubs, and
money to the meeting, or

make sure to get them to KD8MQ before April 10th.

If you have been planning to take some tickets to sell,
but never quite got around to it, there’s still time to contact

KD8MQ for some tickets to sell.

The drawing will be held at the April meeting. The pro-
gram that night will be presented by Matt Welch, W8DEC (see

stor . 6
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